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WALLACE C, MERWIN REPORT 


Rev. Wallace C, Merwin, Associate Secretary of this office, returned to New York 
on April 24 from a trip through the Far East. Some of the high lights of the reports he has 
prepared for the Far East Conference May 6-8 are given below, 


JAPAN, Japan might very easily fall victim to Communist allurements, A pro- 
Communist speech was given in one of the large churches of Tokyo by a member who had just 
returned from four months in China, Religious statistics for Japan: 263,000 Protestants, 
157,000 Roman Catholics, 32,000 Orthodox Catholics, 212,000 of the Protestants are in the 
five churches represented in the NCC (Kyodan, Episcopal, Lutheran, Baptist, and Nazarene), 
The church in Japan is overwhelmingly an urban church, Japanese ministers have a deep 
interest in theology, - Preaching is accordingly intelligent and scholarly, but somewhat heavy, 


_ Reaction to the current Stanley Jones evangelistic campaign is very favorable, There is an 
' amazingly widespread interest in the Bible. 


FORMOSA, The aboriginal tribespeople number about 150,000, of which 6,000 have 
become Christians in a remarkable movement which took place largely during the war, The 
fishing community along the coast constitute another great evangelistic opportunity. Indige- 
nous groups, such as the Little Flock and the True Jesus Church, are very vigorous, and are 
something of an embarrassment, as well as a challenge, to the older established Presbyterian, 
Jehovah's Witnesses and Mormons are also at work on the island, 


BURMA, There is a Christian community of 400,000 Protestants and 200,000 
Catholics out of a population of 17 million, Protestants are 15,000 Anglicans, 5,000 Methodists 
(including both British and American missions), and most of the rest are Baptists, The Burma 
Christian Council operates with virtually no financial assistance from abroad, Irma Highbaugh 
is doing an excellent job in the field of home and family life education, 


YOUNG CHINA IN THE VALLEY OF DECISION 


This is the title of a book by Palmer I, Anderson, Evangelical Lutheran missionary 
formerly in Hankow until January, 1951, and now in Hongkong (Augsburg Publishing House, 
April, 1953, price $1.00), It consists of a series of brief biographical sketches of young men 
and women in Hankow, most of whom the author had met through his work in the Luther 
League, The book emphasizes in particular the impact of Communist propaganda upon Chris- 
tian faith, Both hopeful and discouraging instances are reported, so that, in the words of Rolf 
Syrdal in the Preface, the answer given is not final, ‘*The struggle is still going on,” 


Issued about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian work 


\in China, Annual Rates; Domestic $2.00; Overseas first class $3,00; Airmail $5.00 in fifteen 


L cent zone, $7.00 in twenty-five cent zone, Please send payments as due, 
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MISSIONARY NEWS 


Robert Henry, formerly of Shanghai (Methodist), has been appointed Business Manager 
of the Methodist Board of Missions, 150 Fifth Avenue, 


Frank Price, one of the latest missionaries out of China (Southern Presbyterian), has 
accepted a pastorate in Lexington, Virginia, which he will take up in September, 


CHURCH NEWS 


The February 28 number of Tien Feng reviews the eight years of the history of the 
magazine since its foundation in Chengtu in February 1945 by the United Christian Publishers, 
In 1946 it was moved to Shanghai, and in January 1948 an independent publications board was 
set up for Tien Feng, In May 1951 it began to represent officially the Three Self Reform Move- 
ment. It has now been finally decided that there is no point in maintaining a separate Board, 
and so this number of Tien Feng announces that their board has been disbanded and the magazine 
turned over to the Three Self Reform Movement, Y. T. Wu has been head of both organizations; 
this therefore does not represent any change of policy, but merely makes more explicit what had 
been implicit since the founding of the Three Self Reform Movement, 


Ting Kuan-hsun, the new president of Ginling Union Theological Seminary, has pub- 
lished a little book entitled Behold the Lamb of God, consisting of four sermons, It is necessarily 
red in spots, but is reported to be a good book, 


The February 1953 number of Monthly Magazine (Hui K'ang), put out by the Council 
of Chinese Christian Churches in Indonesia, has been received in this office. Like the similar 


magazine for Chinese Methodists in Singapore, the editors keep determinedly away from all 
questions relating to Communism and Nationalism, The main article in this issue is a lengthy 
treatment of the Lord's Supper, The other articles are of a devotional and Bible Study nature, 
There are two pages of church news, mostly reporting on local Christmas celebrations, and one 
page of book reviews, introducing eight books printed or reprinted recently by CCLOC in Hong- 
kong. Prices are quoted in Hongkong dollars, and the address of CCLOC is given in Hongkong. - 
so that readers may order books, The necessity of purchasing foreign exchange must, however, . 
be somewhat of a deterrent to free and easy ordering of books, Is there not a Christian book 
store anywhere in Indonesia that will handly Chinese Christian literature? 


Further **prayer meetings*’ to save the Rosenbergs are being reported by NCNA. Newton 
Chiang led one in Peking, assisted by Rev. Kang Teh-hsin (CCC), Rev. Pang Chih-kun (Cong.), 
and Rev, Chi Ting-tao (Luth.), In Tientsin the representatives of 46 church organizations met 
for a similar purpose, Rev, Kao Meng-ho (CCC) and Rev, Wu Yung-tien took part in the 
meeting, 


The CIM is preparing a biography in English of the noted Chinese evangelist John 
Sung, and is now gathering material from those who had personal contacts with him during his 
ministry, 


Evangelist Andrew Chi, formerly with the Bethe] Mission in Shanghai, is now in 
charge of a theological training school for Chinese in Malang, Java. 


One of CCLOC’s problems is te get Chinese Christian literature, after it is printed 
in Hongkong, properly distributed among overseas Chinese, Malaya seems to be better organ- 
ized along this line than other places, Indonesia is supposed to have a distribution center at 
their Christian Literature Society, but the evidence of the Monthly Magazine, quoted above, 
shows a lack of co-ordination, Other places, such as the Philippines, Indo-China, Siam, etc., 
evidently have to import from Hongkong on their own responsibility, either as individual 
Christians or as congregations, the literature they want, Winburn Thomas, of Bandung, Java, 
is in process of preparing a report which it is hoped will produce a closer coordination between 
CCLOC and distribution centers for Christian literature in each of these countries where there 
are minority Chinese populations, Incidentally, Mr, Thomas warns against a repetition of the 
wasteful methods of distribution in the early days of the Protestant missionary movement when 
missionaries, denied access to China Proper, tried to effect an entrance through literature 
produced in Malacca and elsewhere in the south. 
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The combined Shanghai church choirs sang the Messiah this past Christmas as usual, 


The Shanghai Cathedral has been taken over by the Three Self Reform Committee, 
English services have been discontinued, but St, Paul’s Episcopal Church will continue to use it 
for their services, 


Chester Miao, after living in retirement for a couple of years, is now teaching in 
some school in Shanghai, 


We now have more information about the so-called *‘Nanking Plan.*’ Under this 
plan the Three Self Reform Committee in a city takes over the administration of all revenue- 
producing church property and distributes the income according to the needs of the different 
churches in the city. Thus the income does not necessarily go to the church which formerly 
owned the property, While this might be interpreted as a step in the direction of an ultimate 
merging of all Protestant denominations into one church, the Committee continues at present 
to observe very meticulously the varying points of view of the different denominations, 


The March number of the Christian Bookman for Overseas Chinese shows that it is 
keeping up well the traditions of its Shanghai predecessor, the China Bookman, The Lutheran 
Missions Literature Society has eight pages of book announcements, CCLOC underestimated 
the demand for Fenn’s Concordance to the Mandarin Bible and published only 500 copies, Due 
to Nanking Seminary subsidy it sells at only HK$12,00, only a little over half the printing 
cost, A new edition will be required shortly, Temple's Readings in St, John’s Gospel is 
available in an excellent translation by W. B, Djang. The American Bible Society has pub- 
lished a Mandarin version of the Apocrypha, 


SCHOOL NEWS 


A pro-KMT newspaper in Hongkong reported on March 8 that 83% of the Chinese 
schools in Macao have adopted textbooks approved by Taiwan, A few months ago, 9! % of 
rese schools were using Communist textbooks, These KMT textbooks are published by the 
-~hang Chung Book Company, which reports that their books are being extensively used among 
overseas Chinese. 


A Soochow University graduate has become China's first woman blast furnace super- 
intendent in Anshan, She is Wu Yuan-yu, NCNA states, **The college equipped her with 
knowledge and the construction job has taught her to expand that knowledge and master 
thoroughly iron smelting. 


Finance Minister Po I-po made a speech on Feb, 13 in Peking on **The Work of 
Soviet Advisers in China,’ After describing Soviet contributions in engineering, industry, etc., 
he speaks particularly of the field of education as follows: ‘*The Soviet experts have also given 
us great help in cultural and educational construction, such as the reform of our school system, 
the revision of our teaching plans, textbooks, and pedagogical methods... Especially in the 
field of reform of higher education, the concrete assistance rendered by the experts has led us 
into the adoption of advanced Soviet experiences, and carried out the division of the uni- 
versities into comprehensive universities, technical colleges and higher technical schools, and 
an overall readjustment of the nation’s colleges and university departments has been effected, 
In accordance with the needs of various kinds of talent for national construction, there have 
also been created various special trade schools, and Soviet textbooks are being increasingly 
used, At the same time the Soviet experts have enthusiastically helped us to train a large 
number of new teachers, to establish research groups and organize work in classroom discus- 
sions, The higher education of our country is thus being gradually transformed and adapted to 
the nation’s needs, 


The United Board for Christian Colleges in China will hold its annual meeting on 
May 5. The feature of the annual banquet in the evening will be a pane! discussion on college 
problems in the Far East, The President of the Board is Mrs, Douglas Horton, and the Chairman 
of the Trustees is Dr, Eric North, The Executive Secretary is Dr. W. P. Fenn, formerly with 
University of Nanking. 
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